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HAITI — AYITI

Florida, 600
miles
Cuba, 70 miles
Jamaica, 130




L’UNION FAIT LA FORCE!




This is also the
national motto
of the Republic
of Benin, in
West Africa,
the homeland
of most
Haitians

Jarre Trouée
Roi1 Ghézo 1818




Wisdom Tales

- Anancy, Bouki & Malice, Ti-Jean, and
Br’er Rabbit

- How to maintain morality yet survive
life’s threats.

- As Haitian stories/histories become
national meta-myth, they encompass
references to:

- the revolutionary founding of the
nation (1791-1804)
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Danticat references Haitian values:

Konbit: Importance of family, group,
community, not individuals

Importance of reputation and respect
Mountains beyond mountains (pa pi mal)

Thriving farm market economy (carrots,
plantains, pigeon peas, calabash, cocoa, coffee

The importance of family stories, wisdom tales
Building sturdy, beautiful cement block houses

Local foods: snapper, sweet potatoes, salt cod,
plantains, cassava bread

Natural herbal medications

Ingenuity to “out-fox” oppression (Trickster)



Danticat references Haitian history:

Jean-Bertrand Aristide

Invasion/control by U.S. Marines 1915-1934, forced
labor (re-ensavement)

Resistance by Cacos

Stories, murals, songs recall Petion, Dessalines,
Toussaint, Charlemagne, etc.

Laborers & Peasants Party (and similar)
Awareness of government corruption

US “dumping” cheap goods, e.g. used clothing
“Kennedys”

Duvalier executions (Ton-Ton Macoutes)
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Story Seeds: Kochon Nwa



Kreyol pigs:
lean, black, low maintenance



KREYOL PIG:

-- ate weeds, fallen mangoes, food waste

-- didn't need clean drinking water

-- 85% of rural families had one

-- reproduced itself

-- fertilized the soil

-- bank: sell when money needed: school
fees, baptism, marriage, funeral, illness

-- ultimately edible, with great flavor









In late 1970s & early 1980s, amid a swine flu
hysteria, the U.S. Pork Producers
Association pressured Congress, who
pressured USAID, who pressured Haitian
dictator Jean-Claude "Baby Doc'" Duvalier to
slaughter all the Kreyol pigs.

Farmers were not repaid.

Kreyol pigs were replaced by 1/10th as many
U.S. pigs. They were unsuited to tropical
climate, most soon died. Haitians called
them “princes on four legs” (princes a
quatre pieds)
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- cost $50 to buy—not free
- Need clean water (only 20% have)
- need regular vaccinations

- Need concrete-floored houses with
roofs (not all people have)

- Need imported feed ($90 year vs.
average income $130)



Results

- 30% less rural school enrollment

- loss of mango trees, now cut for
charcoal

- Deforestation, soil erosion, floods
(still 40% forested)

- land mortgaged, lost ($600
million lost rural economy)

- severe reduction in protein
consumption in rural areas






Kreyol pig in national founding story:
Bwa Kayiman August 20/21, 1791




Castera Bazile: Ceremony for Bwa Kayiman




Kochon Nwa:
Link to God and the ancestors




Hounsi Zetwal Leve: Ezili Danto




Cholera (first time in 100 years) by
Nepalese UN troops, Artibonite River,
2010: 700,000 ill, 10,000 killed

Admitted by UN two months ago, August
2016, although Haitians immediately knew
the exact source of the disease.

Demonstration, 2010




2010: Monsanto gives hybrid corn
coated with toxic fungicides to Haitian

government to sell to farmers.
French protestors dump toxic Monsanto corn




st Monsanto
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Nap defan tet kale




Danticat Books

+ Breath, Eyes, Memory (bildungsroman)
- Krik! Krak! (short stories)

The Farming of Bones (Massacre River)
- Behind the Mountains (young adult)
The Dew Breaker (macoutes)

- Anacoana (historical fiction)

- Brother, I'm Dying (family memoir)

- Create Dangerously (on art/artist)

- Haiti Noir (anthology of 18 short stories)
- Claire of the Sea Liaht (novel)



Edwidge Danticat







Selected Readings on Haiti

Alexis, Stephen. Haitian Though.t Books Abroad: An
International Literary Quarterly, vol. 30 No. 3 (Summer),
1956.

. General Sun, My Brother, 1955. A novel of Haitian cane-cutters
in the Dominican Republic and the 1937 massacre.

Arthur, Charles. Haiti in Focus: A Guide to the People, Politics, and
Culture, 2002.

Bell, Beverly. Fault Lines: Views Across Haiti’s Divide, 2013. Daily life,
grassroots organizing & exploitation after the earthquakes.

Bellegarde-Smith, Patrick and Claudine Michel. Haitian Voudou:
Spirit, Myth, and Reality, 2006.

Bellegarde-Smith, Patrick. Haiti: The Breached Citadel, 2004. Haitian
history, society, culture, & international relations.

Brown, Karen McCarthy. Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn,
1901.
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Dayan, Joan. Haiti, History, and the Gods, 1998.
Deren, Maya. Divine Horsemen: The Living Gods of Haiti, 1953.

Desmangles, Leslie. The Faces of the Gods: Vodou and Roman
Catholicism in Haiti, 1992.

Dubois, Laurent. Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian
Revolution, 2005.

Farmer, Paul and Noam Chomsky. The Uses of Haiti, 1994. U.S. role in
Haitian underdevelopment.

Farmer, Paul. Haiti after the Earthquake, 2012.
. AIDS & Accusation: Haiti and the Geography of Blame, 1992.

Franketienne. Ready to Burst, 2014. A novel of the “brain drain” during
the Duvalier dictatorship.

Galembo, Phyllis. Vodou: Visions and Voices of Haiti, 1998.

Greene, Graham. The Comedians, 1965. Novel set in Duvalier
dictatorship.
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James, C.L.R. The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L”Ouverture and the San
Domingo Revolution, 1938.

Journal of Haitian Studies, 22 volumes, 1995—

Kidder, Tracy. Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul
Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the World, 2009.

Klarreich, Kathie. Blogs on post-earthquake Haiti, 2010-2012,
International Center for Journalists.
http://www.icfj.org/blogs/author/68

. Madame Dread: A Tale of Love, Vodou, and Civil
Strife in Haiti, 2005. Journalist’s 10 years in Haiti, 1990s.

Laferriere, Dany. The World is Moving Around Me, 2011. A Haitian
writer’s memoir of the 2010 earthquakes.

. Dining with the Dictator, 1992. Youthful escapades in 1970s.

Laguerre, Michel. Voodoo Heritage, 1980. Classic outline of Afro-
Haitian theology and liturgy.

Leyburn, James G. The Haitian People, 1941. The 1966 edition with an
introduction and undated biblioegraphv bv socio-economic


http://www.icfj.org/blogs/author/68

Montero, Mayra. In the Palm of Darkness, 1995. Novel of global
extinctions, obsessions, loss, disappearance, & spirit.

Philoctete, Rene. Massacre River, 2008. Novel of the 1937 massacre of
Haitians under Dominican president Trujillo.

Price-Mars, Jean. So Spoke the Uncle, 1928. Classic study of Haitian
folk traditions & philosophy.

Rigaud, Milo. Secrets of Voodoo. 1953.

Rodman, Selen. Where Art is Joy: Haitian Art: The First Forty Years,
1994.

Roumain, Jacques. Masters of the Dew, 1947. Classic tale of love,
jealousy, and water set in rural Haiti.

Schuller, Mark. Killing with Kindness: Haiti, International Aid, and
NGOs, 2012. Trickle-down imperialism.

Schwartz, Timothy. Travesty in Haiti: A True Account of Christian
Missions, Orphanages, Fraud, Food Aid, and Drug Trafficking,
2008.
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Stebich, Ute. Haitian Art, 1978.

Thoby-Marcelin, Philippe, & Pierre Marcelin. The Beast of the Haitian
Hills, 1946. A classic novel focused on “exotic” rural peasants.

. Canape-Vert, 1944. Classic novel of a rural farm
village.

Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. Silencing the Past: Power and the Production
of History, 1995. Political geography, using Haitian examples.

Vieux-Chauvet, Marie. Love, Anger, Madness, 1968. Three novellas set
in Duvalier era: color, class, passion, & state terrorism.

Wilcken, Lois. The Drums of Voudou, featuring Frisner Augustin 1992.
Haitian instruments, rhythms, song, & dance.

Wilentz, Amy. Farewell, Fred Voodoo, 2013. Rebuking common U.S.

stereotypes, a vivid account of Haiti & its “helpers” from
abroad after the 2010 earthquakes, & glimpses of Haitian
history.

Wolkstein, Diane. The Magic Orange Tree and Other Haitian Folktales,
1997.



Film/Video Sources

The Agronomist, 2005, DVD 90 min. Homage to assassinated
journalist Jean Dominique.

Aristide and the Endless Revolution, 2006, DVD 80 min. US & 2004
coup.

Divine Horsemen, 1985. 48 min. Filmed by experimental dancer
Maya Deren in Haiti, 1947-1951. On YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BaKwREgKUs

Dossier 36-Part 1-Hunger and the Hunger Industry, YouTube, 2013
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcYNTomaZps ,
USAID programs and disaster capitalism, 23 min..

Egalite for All: Youssaint Louverture and the Haitian Revolution,
2009, DVD 55 min. YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0GVgQYX6SU

Farmer, Paul and Amy Goodman. Change Haiti Can Believe In, Part 6,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Emmto2Ghots 2009.
YouTube, 10 min., Haitian history since 1492; US kills Kreyol pigs.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BaKwREgKUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BaKwREgKUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BaKwREgKUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcYNT0maZps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcYNT0maZps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOGVgQYX6SU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOGVgQYX6SU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOGVgQYX6SU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOGVgQYX6SU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Emmto2Gh0ts

I Love You Anne, 2003. 115 min. Probably the most popular of
hundreds ofvideo-cam Haitian feature films. On YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AL2MGzXGZzI

Iron in the Soul: The Haiti Documentary Films of Leah Gordon. (A
Pig’s Tale, 52 m., The Sculptors of Grand Rue, 32 m., A Drag
Zaka, 20 m.)

Poto Mitan: Haitian Women, Pillars of the Global Economy, 2009,
DVD 50 min., http://potomitan.net

When the Drum is Beating, 2011. 87 min. On the 60-year history of
Haitian band Septetrional.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AL2MGzXGZzI
http://potomitan.net/
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